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Dear Secretary, 
 
Re: 93rd Annual Championship of Ireland Band Contests (including World Championship for Flute 
Bands) 
 
Please find below details (including an Entry Form) relating to the Championship Contest which will 
be held on Saturday 16th October (Brass and Concert sections) and Saturday 23rd October 
(Accordion, Flute and Schools sections) 2010 in the Market Place Theatre, Armagh.  
 
In addition, please find an addendum relating to (i) player registration procedures for the 
forthcoming year and (ii) recent amendments to NIBA rules. 
 
If you have any queries with regards to the aforementioned amendments then please don’t hesitate 
to contact me. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Gareth Downey 
Secretary 
 
Mob: 079097 64845 
Email: nibasecretary@gmail.com 
Website: www.niba.fsnet.co.uk 

 



   

Contest Information 
 

Contest regulations 

 

 There is no maximum limit on the 
number of players allowed in any 
section. 

 

 In the Melody Flute Section there 
must be at least 10 flautists. Piccolos 
are not allowed.  
 

 Bands may play in Melody and/or 
Melody Plus Flute sections. These 
sections will be judged separately; 
therefore individual prizes will be 
allocated. 
 

 In the Fifth Grade Brass section (that 
is: unaffiliated bands and affiliated 
bands below Grade Four) registration 
cards will be required for all affiliated 
bands.  
 

 NIBA registered players will not be 
allowed to play for unaffiliated 
bands. 
 

 Bands will not be allowed to 
amalgamate to enter the Fifth Grade 
Brass section. 
 

 Borrowed players may only be used 
in accordance with Contest Rule no. 
28. 

 
Test pieces 

 
BRASS SECTIONS 

 
Championship 
Piece: St Magnus 
Composer: Kenneth Downie 
Publisher: SP&S 
 
2nd Grade 
Piece: Partita – Postcards from 

Home 
Composer: Philip Wilby 
Publisher: Winwood Music 

 
3rd Grade 
Piece: Roman Tryptych 
Composer: Leigh Baker 
Publisher: Kirklees 
 
4th Grade 
Piece: The Attleborough Suite 
Composer: Malcolm Suite 
Publisher: Novello 
 
5th Grade/Unaffiliated 
Piece: Own Choice – March and 

Hymn Tune in any order 
 
Youth Brass Band 
Piece: Own Choice – March and 

Hymn Tune in any order 
 
All Brass test pieces are available from Just 
Music (contact details below). 
Address: 246 Auldhouse Road, East Kilbride, 
G75 9DX 
Telephone: 01355 245674 
 

FLUTE SECTIONS 
 
Championship 
Piece: The Three-Cornered Hat 
Composer: Manuel De Falla (arranged 

by David Heaney) 
 
2nd Grade 
Piece: Peer Gynt Suite 

1. Morning 
2. Aase’s Death 
3. Anitras Dance 
4. The Hall of the 

Mountain King 
Composer: Edvard Grieg  

(arranged by John Bryce) 
 
3rd Grade 
Piece: HMS Pinafore [extracts] 
Composer: William Gilbert & Arthur 

Sullivan 
(arranged by Alex Abbot) 

 
4th Grade/Unaffiliated 



   

Piece: Own Choice 
 
Melody Plus 
Piece: Own Choice 
 
Melody 
Piece: Own Choice 
 
All Flute test pieces are available from Mrs 
Gillian Bryson (contact details below). 
Address: 52 Ballylone Road, Ballynahinch 
Telephone: (028) 9756 1613 
 

 The NIBA have introduced a new 4th 
Grade/Unaffiliated. This section will 
be available to both affiliated and 
unaffiliated bands. 

 
ACCORDION SECTIONS 

 
Championship 
Piece: Modern-Suite 
Composer: Renato Bui 
 
2nd Grade 
Piece: Irish Rhapsody 
Composer: Ivan Black 
 
3rd Grade 
Piece: Lustspiel Overture 
Composer: Keler Bela 

(arranged by Eddie 
McNally) 

 
4th Grade 
Piece: Moon River 
Composer: Henry Mancini 

(arranged by Benny 
Belton) 

 
Melody 
Piece: Own Choice 
 
For Championship, 2nd Grade and 4th Grade 
section pieces, they are available from Musik-
Grossversand und Verlag JETELINA (contact 
details below). 
Address: Grosswiesenstrasse 16, D-78591 
Durchhausen, Germany 
Telephone: 00497464-4270 
 

3rd Grade test piece is available from Mr 
Eddie McNally (contact details below). 
Address: 47 Sleepy Valley, Richhill, Co. 
Armagh, BT61 9QY 
Telephone: (028) 3887 0468 
 

 The NIBA have introduced a new 
ΨhǇŜƴΩ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƻƴ ǎŜŎtion. This section 
will be available to both affiliated and 
unaffiliated bands/orchestras and 
offer prizes at four separate grade 
levels with all competing bands 
playing in the same section. The 
‘open’ section will have entry fees and 
money prizes comparable to those in 
the normal ‘set piece’ sections. 

 
CONCERT BAND SECTIONS 

 
Championship 
Piece: Own Choice 
 
2nd Grade 
Piece: Own Choice 
 
Schools Brass/Concert Band 
Piece: Own Choice 
 
Junior Schools Brass/Concert Band 
Piece: Own Choice 
 

 For those bands entering an ‘Own 
Choice” section, a score of the chosen 
piece(s) must be provided with the 
completed entry form.  

 
Contest Programme 

 
The Executive Committee would like to ask 
bands to consider possible advertisements for 
the Contest Programme. In addition, if you 
have any interesting articles that your band 
would like to publicise in the Programme then 
we would also be glad to hear from you. 
 
The prices per page in the Contest 
Programme are as follows: 
 
Full page £50.00 
Half page £25.00 

http://www.jetelina.de/shop/
http://www.jetelina.de/shop/


   

 
 

93rd Annual Championship of Ireland Band Contest 

Entry Form 
Please complete this form in BLOCK CAPITALS. 
 
Entry details 

 
Band:  

  

 
Section(s):  

  

 
Test piece:  
(if applicable)  

 
Entry fees 

 
The fees for this year’s contest are as follows: 
 
Championship Sections £35.00 
2nd Grade Sections £30.00 
All other Sections £25.00 
 
Entry fee enclosed:  

 
Cheque number:  

 
Secretary details 

 
Name:  

 
Address:  

  

  

  

Postcode:  

 
Telephone:  

 
Email:  

 
Conductor details 

 

Name:  

 
Address:  

  

  

  

Postcode:  

 
Telephone:  

 
Email:  

 
Judges Remarks 

 
Number of Judges Remarks to be 
reserved: 

 

 
Important dates 

 

 Final date for Registrations and 
Transfers is set for Saturday 18th 
September 2010. 
 

 Closing date for entries is set for 
Saturday 11th September 2010.  

 

 Late entries will be accepted on 
payment of a double entry fee up to 
and including Saturday 25th 
September 2010.  

 

 Under no circumstances will entries 
be accepted after that date. 

 
Other information 

 

 Please ensure that a Contest 
Registration sheet is completed. This 
sheet should include the names of 
the players from which your band will 



   

be selected. These names are to be 
printed in BLOCK CAPITALS.  

 

 Players must sign against their 
corresponding name on the Contest 
Registration sheet on the day of the 
contest. 
 

 CompŜǘƛǘƻǊǎΩ ǘƛŎƪŜǘǎ will only be 
issued for conductors and those 
players named on the Contest 
Registration sheet. All others will be 
required to pay for admission into 
the contest venue. 
 

 Completed entry forms are to be sent 
to the following address: 
 
Mr Gareth Downey 
NIBA Secretary 
2 Four Winds Drive 
Belfast 
BT8 6GE 

 



   

 
 

93rd Annual Championship of Ireland Band Contest 
 

Contest Registration sheet 
 
Band:  

 
 NAME SIGNATURE 

(to be signed on the day of the contest) 

1   
2   
3   
4   
5   
6   
7   
8   
9   
10   
11   
12   
13   
14   
15   
16   
17   
18   
19   
20   
21   
22   
23   
24   
25   
26   
27   
28   
29   
30   

Continue overleaf 



   

 NAME SIGNATURE 
(to be signed on the day of the contest) 

31   
32   
33   
34   
35   
36   
37   
38   
39   
40   
41   
42   
43   
44   
45   
46   
47   
48   
49   
50   
51   
52   
53   
54   
55   
56   
57   
58   
59   
60   

 



   

Addendum 
 
(i) Registering players 
 
The NIBA Executive have decided that for the forthcoming year, bands will have the opportunity to 
register (or re-register) players for two consecutive years.  
 
The Executive would also like to ask those wishing to register that they contact the Registration 
Secretary George McFadden, details are as follows: 
 
Address: 22 Clanbrassil Drive 

Portadown 
BT63 5EH 

 
Tel:  (028) 3833 8522 
 
(ii) Rule amendments 
 
Further to the previous Annual General Meeting of the NIBA, please find below the amendments to 
Contest Rules 15 and 28. 
 
In addition, the most recent version of the NIBA Rules is available for download on the NIBA website 
(www.niba.fsnet.co.uk). 
 
 
-----" ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Contest Rule 15 
 
In the Championship Contest a draw for the order of playing will be made at least two weeks prior to 
the advertised contest date to enable member bands to organise necessary travel arrangements and 
pre-contest rehearsals in advance. The timing of a draw for playing order in all other contests will be 
at the discretion of the organisers. A band may request playing first in any section. If more than one 
band requests to play first a draw will take place to determine which band plays first. Bands that are 
unsuccessful will be put into the main draw. 
 
-----" ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Contest Rule 28 
 
Bands will be allowed to play a maximum of two guest players at a contest but a player may only 
guest with one band in any contest. Guest players must be registered members of the NIBA or 
another association that is recognised by the NIBA for this purpose. Guest players may be requested 
from a band of any type in the same or lower grade as the band intending to use the guest players 
on the day of the contest. Bands playing in Grade 4 or 5 may also request guest players from bands 
one grade higher than that in which they are competing. For the purposes of this rule Melody 
Accordion, Melody Flute, and Melody Plus Flute Bands will be regarded as Grade 4. The grade of a 
band from which guest players are requested will be regarded as that in which it last competed in a 
contest held under NIBA rules. Guest players may not be requested from a band that has never 
competed in a contest held under NIBA rules. Professionals may not be used as guest players. 


